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The Inventions of “Familistère”

In mid-nineteen century, “Familistère” in France was designed by Jean Baptiste Andre Godin, a disciple of Charles Fourier’s utopian socialism called “Phalanstère”. It was made for his factory workers to improve their life and increase their value as a worker as well as a citizen by improving housing system and a better organization of all service of education, trade, profit sharing and insurance.
	
I was particularly interested in the housing. The complex consists of three linked rectangular blocks. The each block has a courtyard in the middle covered with glass roof, and all the dwellings’ entrance is facing the courtyard. What I like most about the housing;
 
· Horizontal connection>>Meeting Point>>Good neighborhood
All units are connected by a long horizontal passage surrounding the courtyard. It brings the good common space, and improves the relationship between neighbors.  
· Courtyard>>Socializing space>>Improving lifestyle
The Courtyard located in the middle of each blocks as a shared common space for children to play and for adults to gather. The glass roofs to allow sunshine in and keep rain out, and the void space allows good air circulation. Also, all the sound, e.g. people’ talking, running children, and cooking, can echo easily in courtyard as it is void from ground to fourth floor. 
· Connecting Door>>Adjustable room>>Long term use
There are two units after a main entrance. Each unit has two/three 
rooms, a living room and a bedroom. There is a connecting door in 
between those units in case of adding rooms. It keeps worker’s 
family closer and comfortable.  
· Characteristic Stove>>Value for work>>New Idea
All units are fixed the room has a chimney, but Godin did not offer 
them a Godin stove in order to let the worker to make his own stove. 

I felt quite warmness in the courtyard in contrast to unfriendliness in 
outside; now I think it was because of the good combination of the 
sharing common space, echo of living people and light from 
the glass roof. It was quite inspiring to me to rethink about 
flexibly in housing, importance of locating 
sharing common space..etc.
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