What is a thesis?

A thesis is the result of a independent research in the field of architecture. 

In the thesis you relate your vision and ideas to these of others. 

The thesis can be a manifesto or statement, but it doesn't have to: it can also be an elaborate, objective study. 

The thesis can be related to your design project, but doesn't have to.

Basic requests

· The minimum thesis is around 8.000 words (17 text pages).

· The thesis is written in correct Dutch or English.

· The thesis is based on an independent and original research in the field of architecture. 

· The material you use for your research can be: 

· literature

· observations (written, photo, video)

· interviews

· images

· historical material

· maps (Google Earth)

· internet 

· In the thesis you have to show where you got quotes and specific knowledge from. So it contains footnotes or endnotes and a list of sources (bibliography). 
Therefore: when you take notes, always write down the source with it (title of book/article, page or url of the site). 

· The thesis is illustrated with relevant photo's, plans, diagrams, tables, maps and/or drawings. 

· Make 1 print for the school, 1 print at the presentation

Steps towards the thesis

· Think of a possible subject 

· Start to read  about it and get a first impression

· Formulate the subject and the main question you want to answer, reflect on that

· Start research, take notes carefully

· React on the feedback from Dorine and fellow students

· Analyzing the material

· Make a structure

· Start writing

· Present a first version or parts of the first version, wait for feedback

· Make a final version

Interviews

Interviews are often difficult to organise and to process in the thesis. Before you decide to do interviews for your research, ask yourself the following questions:
· Why? What do I want to know?

· Who? How to approach  them?

· When?

· Which questions?

· How to process the interview?

· How to integrate interview in thesis?

Websites

Use the Internet to collect basic information, but always double check facts - especially from Wikipedia.

Use Internet for databases, libraries, contact information. 

Tips for writing

Make a good structure, don't start from blank screen

Get organized

Writing is hard work 

Take your time

Make mistakes, don't be perfect at once

Use spelling check

General tips:

· show don't tell: don't say something is good, fantastic, bad; tell the reader why it is so. Convince the reader! 

· kill your darlings. Ask yourself: is this something the reader really needs to know, or do I just put it in because I'm so proud I know it?

· Start with the conclusion. Often it is better to start with the conclusion and then build the argument en get back to the conclusion at the end. Many readers don't get to the end.

Notes and bibliography

A basic request without which you can not graduate, is the list of sources. At a HBO education you can't get away with copying others, using quotes without their source and incomplete bibliography. 

endnotes or footnotes: 

· fact

· quote

· paraphrase

bibliography & sources

Example:

M. Bobic, Between the Edges, Street-building transition as urbanity interface, Bussum 2004

M. Bobic, 'Between the edges, Architectural Digest, no. 24 (2004) p. 34-36

M. Bobic (ed.), Between the edges, Bussum, 2004

· Website NAi: www.nai.nl, september 2008

· Interview with Rem Koolhaas, Rotterdam, 25 oktober 2008

Illustrations

· photo's

· aerial photo’s 

· plans

· diagrams

· tables

· maps - historical maps

· drawings  
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